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As we launch into the third decade since the first
100 families embarked on making the vision of
a better public-school option for their children a
reality, it’s both amazing and affirming to reflect
on how the details of that vision have stayed very
much the same and are still highly effective.
Believing in small schools based on research that
demonstrated that students would be much less
likely to “fall through the cracks” when class and
overall school size was much smaller than typical,
we opened CCMS with 100 students in 6th grade
with 25 per class and an overall school size of 300.
This was common sense. If teachers and school
staff could get to know and understand all of the
students better because there were less of them,
they would be better able to meet their needs.
As a result of the positive, trusting relationships that could be built between
students and teachers in this smaller environment, the communication from
students to teachers would be more honest and transparent, thus providing
teachers with more data to draw from in making decisions as to how best facilitate
student success.
Today’s overall school size for PUC middle schools has grown but is still significantly
smaller than is typical, maxing out in the largest schools at approximately 360
with 30 in a class. The first high school, CALS, was also founded on the same
principle. Still today, the PUC high schools are smaller than typical, maxing out
at around 460 in the largest schools, so that students can be noticed and their
needs, both academic and social-emotional, met. Suff ice to say that the
challenges our families and youth faced in 1999 were great. However, today’s
society bombards our students and indeed all of us with even greater, more
frightening challenges. Now more than ever it’s critical that we leverage the
value of smaller class and overall school size to understand what’s going on
with students not only from a learning perspective but socially and emotionally
so that they can receive the most insightful, best support possible. Likewise, the
culture of the first school is still what we strive for today, everybody united in a
vision of success for all students in a culture characterized by mutual respect.
For staff, students and families to embrace that vision and embody it not just
within the school but in the community and as they move forward in their lives,
will truly help uplift our society which is increasingly not characterized by mutual
respect.
As we move into the third decade it is my hope that those who work directly
with students will continue to leverage the positive power of being better able
to meet students’ needs in a smaller than typical school environment. It is also
my hope that for all of us, both in the schools and in PUC National, we remember
that when we are united in a vision of success for all within a culture characterized
by mutual respect, we will all be more successful and happier and have greater
ability to truly make the vision and mission of PUC a reality. I wish all of you the
very best of everything in the new decade. Together, let’s make it so.
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PUC Community Charter Elementary School Girls on the Run Los Angeles
Submitted by Maribel Camargo Diaz, Teacher, PUC Community Charter Elementary School
On Sunday, December 8th, 11 girls from PUC Community
Charter Elementary School participated in their first
celebratory Family-friendly 5K at Whittier Narrows
Recreational Area in South El Monte.
This was a culmination of 10 weeks of preparation
through a nonprofit organization called Girls on the
Run Los Angeles. The organization is dedicated to
creating a world where every girl knows and activates
her limitless potential and is free to boldly pursue her
dreams.
The program was led by Ms. Camargo, a 3rd grade
teacher, who followed a research-based curriculum
which included discussions, activities and running
games. Over the course of the 10-week program the girls in grades 3-5 developed essential skills to
help them navigate friendships and establish a lifetime appreciation for health and fitness.
Prior to the actual 5k the girls had a chance to run their very own practice 5k at CCES! With the support
of the After School program and CCES staff, the girls were ready to run their first 5k!
For the 5k celebratory event the girls were supported by teachers and staff who volunteered their time
to be running buddies.
We are so proud of the girls that completed the program and we are looking forward to bringing this
program back in the Fall!
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PUC Community Charter Elementary School
Elects New Student Council and Gets Right to Work!
Submitted by Kelsey Coltress, Teacher, PUC Community Charter Elementary School
During the month of November, the CCES student body elected its student council group for the
second time in CCES history! Students started by campaigning for different cabinet positions, which
included President, Vice President, Secretary, and grade-level representatives. They campaigned by
creating posters, flyers, and power points to share school-wide with their peers. During our morning
assembly, candidates also gave speeches to convince their student body of why they were the best fit
for the position they were running for. Every student running did a great job and put forth an amazing
effort!
Our elected officials are:
Atyaretzi Monreal (President)
Nadine Jimenez (Vice President)
Caroline Hernandez(Secretary)
Our grade level representatives are:
Michael Hernandez (Third Grade)
Sofia Chavez (Third Grade)
Joshua Canela (Fourth Grade)
Moises Garcia (Fourth Grade)
After they entered Office, our student council
committee got right to work and hosted its first
community outreach project--a hygiene kit drive
for the homeless youth of Los Angeles. With the
help of the entire school, they were able to collect
over one thousand materials (i.e. toothbrushes,
combs, soap bars, deodorants, toothpaste, etc.)
and create around 300 hygiene kits. These kits
were distributed to children and their families at
the Rescue Mission in downtown Los Angeles
during winter break. Our Student Council committee
did a great job of hosting the hygiene kit drive and
they are eager to host their next fundraising event.
Stay tuned for more news and pictures of their future
projects!
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Athletics Update for PUC Middle Schools
Submitted by Christopher Lopez, Athletic Coordinator, PUC Schools
Additional Contributions by Luz Mora, Site Coordinator, PUC Triumph Charter Academy
Our 1st Semester Athletics came to end right before Winter Break on such a high and memorable note. We started
the school year off with Girls Varsity Volleyball and Co-Ed Varsity Flag Football. I had the pleasure of attending
some incredible games where our student athletes displayed their performing ability on a high level. Our Varsity
teams had their regular season of games scheduled and then after we take our overall win/loss standing and begin
our Playoff tournaments. These tournaments were intense with our number one seed a non-PUC school, Ingenium
Charter Academy projected to win both sports. I was hoping that one of our talented PUC schools would prove
to everyone that it is not how you start a season but how you finish that matters. Well, that is exactly what happened!
PUC Nueva Esperanza Charter Academy (PUC NECA) upset Ingenium and beat them in the 2nd round of tournaments
and made it to the championship for both the girls volleyball and co-ed flag football. PUC Triumph Charter Academy
(PUC TCA) also had an incredible season as major underdogs being on the other side of the tournament bracket
for both sports and making it to the Championship games.
The volleyball championship game was intense and tensions were rising
with anticipation. The PSEC gym was filled with parents, student and staff
supporting and cheering on both teams and it was such a blessing to watch
both teams performing at a high level. Both PUC Lakeview Charter Academy
LCA and PUC NECA each won one set and it came down to the last set where
PUC NECA pulled off the win and became champions. Congratulations to
Evelyn Quiñonez, 7th grade student at PUC NECA winning the MVP title.
Also to first time coach David Contreras and all the girls on the team.
The co-ed varsity flag football tournament was surprisingly identical to the
volleyball standings. PUC NECA once again pulled off the win, upsetting the
number one seed, Ingenium. PUC TCA was not far behind making it to the
championship game but ultimately falling short to PUC NECA. PUC NECA
won the championship lead by veteran coach Mr. Douglas Mejia. His ability
to lead our youth is one of a kind, he has proven year after year to have what
it takes to hold our kids to high standards and support them on and off the
field.
But the true hallmark story of the season was about PUC TCA’s 8th grade
student named Edgar Rico. I am thoroughly impressed in seeing his strong
leadership at such a young age. Edgar was the quarterback of his football
team that lead his team off and on the field. All season long, he conducted
practices, kept his teammates motivated and showed his natural leadership
skills with his work ethic and positive attitude.
Moments like these, I am reminded why I chose
my career in education and I look forward to
seeing Edgar grow into an amazing young man
who will accomplish his dreams. And if Edgar
ever reads this, “Anything you want in this world
is achievable with your mind set and leadership. Keep shining like the brightest star
out there, kid!”
PUC TCA’s Site Coordinator, Luz Mora, had the following to say about Edgar: “[He] has
grown so much this past semester. He has shown maturity, sportsmanship, determination
and leadership. Edgar took it upon himself to coach the Varsity team when I first
shared the news that we still had not found a coach. He really wanted to play! I told
him he needed to pick up the Fs and stay longer after school to do homework. He
went to tutoring with teachers and stayed for Learning Lab. He was able to pick up
his grades in a matter of two weeks. Teachers even gave him props. This was the
first time he had been passing all of his classes. I am so proud of everything he has
accomplished he deserves to be recognized for his hard work and determination.”
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Photos: Winter Arts Festival at PUC Community
Charter Early College High School (12/05/19)
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Photos: PUC Excel Charter Academy Students &
Staff Participate in Foot Locker Cross Country
Invitational at Mt. San Antonio College (12/07/19)
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https://pucschools.org/alumni
Check out our website for support!
CAREER
SUPPORT

HS
TRANSCRIPT
ORDERS

ALUMNI
SPOTLIGHT
STORIES

VOLUNTEER
EVENTS

FINANCIAL
RESOURCES

TRANSFER
SUPPORT

Build Your Network:
@pucschoolsalumni
@pucschoolsalum

818-478-2103
alumni@pucschools.org
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Follow PUC on Social Media!
PUC Schools
www.faceboook.com/pucschools
www.twitter.com/pucschools
www.instagram.com/pucschoolsofficial
PUC CALS Charter Middle
www.facebook.com/puccalsms
www.twitter.com/puccalsms
www.instagram.com/puccalsms

PUC Inspire Charter Academy
www.facebook.com/pucinspire
www.twitter.com/pucinspire
www.instagram.com/pucinspire

PUC CALS Early College High School
www.facebook.com/puccalsechs
www.twitter.com/puccalsechs
www.instagram.com/puccalsechs

PUC Lakeview Charter Academy
www.facebook.com/puclca
www.twitter.com/puc_lca
www.instagram.com/puclca

PUC Community Charter
Early College High School
www.facebook.com/pucccechs
www.twitter.com/pucccechs
www.instagram.com/pucccechs

PUC Lakeview
Charter High School
www.facebook.com/puclchs
www.twitter.com/puclchs
www.instagram.com/puclchs

PUC Community Charter
Elementary School
www.facebook.com/puccces
www.twitter.com/puccces
www.instagram.com/puccces

PUC Milagro Charter School
www.facebook.com/pucmilagro
www.twitter.com/pucmilagrocs
www.instagram.com/pucmilagro
PUC Nueva Esperanza
Charter Academy
www.facebook.com/pucneca
www.twitter.com/pucneca
www.instagram.com/pucneca

PUC Community Charter
Middle School
www.facebook.com/pucccms
www.twitter.com/pucccms
www.instagram.com/pucccms

PUC Triumph Charter Academy
www.facebook.com/puctca
www.twitter.com/puctca
www.instagram.com/puctriumphca

PUC eCALS
www.facebook.com/pucecals
www.twitter.com/pucecals
www.instagram.com/pucecals

PUC Triumph
Charter High School
www.facebook.com/puctchs
www.twitter.com/puctchs
www.instagram.com/puctchs

PUC Excel Charter Academy
www.facebook.com/pucexcel
www.twitter.com/pucexcel
www.instagram.com/pucexcel
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Employee Perks Program
All employees have exclusive access to the Working Advantage discount
network, which allows you to save up 60% on ticketed events and online
shopping. Through Working Advantage you can save on: Movie Tickets,
Theme Parks, Ski Tickets, Broadway Shows, Sporting Events, Hotels
and Travel, Health and Fitness, Museums and City Passes, Merchant
Gift Certificates, Online Shopping…and much more! To subscribe, you
may access the Working Advantage website by clicking here: workingadvantage.com. When
opening an individual account you will need the PUC Schools ID #413401740.
Working Advantage offers 24-hour online shopping and customer support Monday through Friday
from 5:30 AM to 3:30 PM Pacif ic Standard time. If you have specif ic questions regarding the
site, please contact Working Advantage at 800-565-3712.

			

T-Mobile offers exclusive discounts for PUC Schools employees.
Click here to visit T-Mobile’s promo website. To enroll by phone, contact
Advantage Direct at 866-464-8662 and use promotional code
20356TMOFAV.
Sprint is pleased to offer monthly service discounts to eligible
employees, students and organization members. Click here to visit
Sprint’s promo website.
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FOR SALE
PUC Polo Shirts - $20

PUC Laptop Bag - $40

Items can be purchased throughout the year.
Please contact Human Resources at hr@pucschools.org to place an order.
Please be sure to indicate your shirt size. Polos are available in both men’s and women’s sizes.
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