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My message this month is a celebration of all of the stakeholders that
comprise the amazing PUC family through a series of pictures from
my May travels.
Pictured here is the PIQE graduation at the PUC Sylmar Education
Complex where 75 parents were awarded certificates for completing workshops that
greatly enhanced their parenting ability and voices as school stakeholders, a full of
fun PUC Triumph Charter Academy end of year Tiger celebration, a classroom at
PUC Lakeview Charter Academy where students have grown tremendously in reading, a celebration dinner for the Alumni Teach Project; PUC National staff engaged
in a team building activity, and a theatre class at PUC Lakeview Charter Academy.
What an exciting, vibrant organization we have! Thank you for all you do to contribute to the PUC culture and to the daily achievements in our classrooms and beyond.
PIQE graduation

Classroom at PUC LCA

Theater class

Alumni Teach Project Dinner

Sharing life maps

Tiger Assembly
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Career Day at PUC Nueva Esperanza Charter Academy
On April 19th 2016, the students at PUC Nueva
Esperanza Charter Academy participated in their
first Career Day. We were fortunate to have a probation/parole officer, a school psychologist, an IT specialist, a banker, an event planner, a nurse practitioner, PR specialist, mechanical engineer/teacher, two
realtors and two lawyers speak to our students. Each
presenter spoke about the education their career required, what their job involved on a day to day basis,
and insights that were meant to inspire and motivate
our students as they begin planning for their college
and university options. Students participated in a total of 5 sessions lasting 30 minutes each. A few weeks before the event, during PCE, students
learned about the different careers that were going to be presented. Students filled out a google
survey to determine which professions they were most interested in hearing about. Based on
our student’s interests, we created individual schedules for them. During the sessions, students
took notes about the different careers. It was an extremely successful event because students
were engaged and actively listening and participating in each session. I look forward to planning a bigger day next year with even more professionals. —Ms. Wolk, College Counselor

PUC Excel Drama Students Performing at Lincoln Park
PUC Excel Class of 2015 Jessica Rodriguez
spoke with current 8th grade drama students
about her experiences performing and what
they might expect in their upcoming performance at Lincoln Park on June 16th. Jessica
(center) spoke with (from left) Kamila Campos, Hugo Hernandez Jr., and Daniel VeladorRobledo. She gave advice on acting techniques, memorization, and working toward
personal goals while part of a larger group.
Jessica is a great example of how PUC students can show generosity of their time and
create an even better community for everyone.
The 8th grade performance My Community:
REVOLUTION! will take place at Plaza de
LaRaza at Lincoln Park on Thursday, June 16th at 7:00pm. For more information you can contact PUC Excel at 323.222.5010 or Mr. Cline @ e.cline@pucshcools.org.
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PUC CCES Arts and Crafts Family Night
On Wednesday, May 4th, PUC Community Charter Elementary School held its first annual Arts
& Crafts Spring Family Night. On this evening, students and their families gathered in their
classrooms where they collaboratively created a craft together to take home with them. Each
classroom had a different craft project, and the process of parent and child creating together
was priceless! Parents and students also viewed the variety of art projects, created in art class
that the students have created. They also visited other grade level classrooms to see what projects they can expect to complete in future years at PCCES! It was a great evening filled with
creativity!
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TITANS Environmental Initiative

The students taking AP Environmental Science at CCECHS recently participated in a class project called the TITANS Environmentalists’ Initiative. During the TEI, students planned and
organized a class project that would address the course expectations and at the same time promote environmental awareness in the school and the community. This project culminated with
mini conference. The three AP environmental classes came up with their own group name, specific goals and objectives, logo, shirt designs and more. The following groups were formed:
S.L.I.P (Saving Lives in the Philippines), Treevana (A tree a day keeps the end of the world
away), and ONE (Be the ONE to make a difference) On May 20th, throughout the day, each AP
Environmental Science class set a table in the Multi Purpose Room to showcase their organization to the school community. Teachers from CCECHS, LCA, and CCMS were able to bring
their students to visit and get to know each group's project and how they can support it. Congratulations to our Titan Environmentalists and teacher Ms. Tupaz for bringing greater environmental awareness to our community!
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Purposeful Literature
By: Judith Rodríguez
A book that makes me analyze my current situations and requires me to mindfully interpret my
surrounding is one that is not only purposeful but one that I can proudly present to my class. I
consider a purposeful book to be one that makes me ponder, analyze and changes my way of
thinking by presenting a different side, one I had never considered. A book that alters how I
look at something and transforms it.
At our school, Milagro Charter, we strive to have books that lend themselves to interpretation
with the intent of igniting student’s perception of seeing things through a different lense. For
instance, “Fly Away Home” by Eve Bunting provoked a change in my students thinking by
changing their perception of homelessness. This book is about a father and son who are homeless and live in an airport. For many of my students this was an introduction to the idea of
homelessness among families, and in some cases the first time many had heard of homelessness
as an ongoing societal issue. This book and the topic of family homelessness resulted in my students thinking about the idea of families not having a place to live and call home. Their
thoughts lead them to want to take action.
After much deliberation they decided to compose a recipe book to sell for $5 each and donate all
the proceeds to The House of Ruth, a shelter that helps increase the safety and well-being of
women and children victimized by domestic violence. In an effort to complete the recipe book,
students reached out to their family members to discuss their favorite recipes. When families
heard of our cause they jumped at the opportunity to help us help others. Families helped their
children create recipe pages based on their favorite comfort food. The outreach even inspired
one parent to donate multiple travel size toiletries.
The kids worked to design their booklet pages and create the recipe book cover. Next, they created a plan to promote and sell the books at the school talent show and art night. Through the
tireless efforts of my students, they managed to raise a total of $400 which will be given to the
shelter along with over 30 gift bags they created from the donated toiletries. All proof that
when given the appropriate tools, kids can play an active role as creators of social change. I
want to think that this is just the beginning of immense possibilities in our future. I am proud
of the growth I
have seen in my
students. They
have grown to understand that
they have the
power to create
the change they
want to see in the
world.
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Adelante Mujer Latina Conference
Adelante mujer Latina! Was the reception that CCMS and CCECHS boys and girls received
when stepping onto the Pasadena City College campus, Saturday May 14. Students had the opportunity to participate and engage in several college related and personal development workshops. Through these workshops CCMS/CCECHS students heard first hand experiences from
Latina leaders about their struggles and perseverance in becoming successful within their careers, which included lawyers, engineers, architect and a news anchor. CCMS students attended personal development workshops where they learned about developing positive relationships and the importance in personal value.
In between sessions students had the opportunity to visit several booths from UCLA and USC
and the L.A County Fire Department as well as an Educated Latina’s sorority. The 22 nd Adelante Mujer Latina Conference gave our PUC CCMS and CCECHS female and male students
alike exposure to successful empowered Latina figures and beneficial information as they develop as individuals and members of our communities.

Page 7

PUC Connections: Dedicated to keeping our circle of schools connected.

UC Admissions Assembly
On Tuesday, May 17th the PUC
Sylmar Education Complex hosted
Ms. Refugio “Cuca” Acosta from
the UC Santa Barbara Office of
Admissions. The 11th grade students and faculty chaperones from
PUC TCHS, PUC LCHS and PUC
CCECHS attended Ms. Acosta’s
presentation in the Dr. Elliot Performing Arts Center.
Ms. Acosta gave a no-nonsense
talk on the UC application and the
new Personal Insight Questions.
She highlighted “what to do” and
“what not to do” when approaching
the UC application. Her presentation gave the students and staff
from all three schools valuable insight into what UC admissions officers are looking for when
they are evaluating applications.
The presentation could not have come at a better time as the UC is introducing the Personal Insight Questions that will replace the Personal Statement. That’s right! The “Personal Statement” is no more. Students now have 8 questions to choose from and must answer four. Each
answer is limited to 350 words. The Class of 2017 will be the first class to apply to the UCs with
the Personal Insight Questions.
The assembly is one step toward better preparing the students for the sometimes daunting UC
application process. Academically strong students with fine-tuned applications will hopefully
equate to more students admitted to at least one of the 9 prestigious undergraduate UC campuses. For more information on UC Admissions, including the new Personal Insight Questions,
please visit: http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/apply.
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Back At it Again With the Cougar Olympics
By Michael Greenberg
Friday May 27th 2016 Santa Rosa Cougars challenged their mind, body, and
spirit in the Annual Cougar Olympics.
Created by Physical Education Teacher
Alison Durham students created their
own Olympics as they represented different countries as they competed for
Gold. There were blood, sweat, and
tears as students pushed themselves to
another level at Glassell Park.
Throughout the day students competed in six different events against other countries. Activities
varied from an obstacle course that pushed students physically, to a game of Mario Cart that
required students to work together to achieve victory. Each activity pushed students in cognitively different ways that allowed all learners a chance to succeed. At the end of the day students were tired, they were dirty, but they were all smiling and laughing.
In addition to the events students had to create a flag and a presentation for their country.
These presentations allowed students an opportunity to take on leadership roles, as there were
three aspects to the presentation: the poster, flag, and the chant. Students were incredibly creative as some opted to create their own songs while others adapted existing songs and created
their own lyrics.
While the Cougar Olympics can only award three groups a medal, all of our students were winners on May 27th 2016.
GO COUGARS!!!!
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Free Vegan Food Samples by Millennials Earth
Millennials Earth, an environmental club
started by PUC’s own David Jackson
(General Counsel) and Karren Jackson
(Manager of Nursing Services) earlier this
year promoted climate change awareness
by passing out healthy, plant-based food to
the LCHS students during lunch on May
25.
The turnout was successful as students
came to try a healthy sample of lentil
salad made up of three simple ingredients:
cooked lentils, bruschetta sauce, and blue
corn tortilla chips. Some students even
came back for seconds and thirds. During the event, one club member, LCHS student Marlon
Minchez encouraged students to try the samples and informed students that eating less meat
leads to decreasing your carbon footprint and increasing your health. There was also a sign-up
sheet for those who would be interested in joining the club.
In fact, by eating a plant-based diet for a day one can save 1,100 gallons of water, 30 square
feet of forested land, 45 pounds of grain, taking out an equivalent of 20 lbs. of CO2, and one animal’s life.
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My Community: REVOLUTION!
Scripts have been written, rehearsal time is running out and on Thursday, June 16 th the 8th grade Theatre Arts cohorts
from PUC CALS and PUC EXCEL will perform their final project, My Community: REVOLUTION! at Plaza de la Raza
at Lincoln Park.
Here students rehearse a scene from Trump’s Road to Damascus which is the fictional meeting of an individual running
for higher office and our guardian angel.
Angie O.

In this scene, several strangers find themselves STUCK in a collapsed parking structure and their conversation turns to
what they truly believe.
Left to right: Catherine C., Amanda D., Adrian M.

Undocumented tells the story of a high school team captain who gets some bad news on the day that should be the
brightest
Kamila C., Hugo H.
This is the second year that the 8th grade performance is taking place in the Margo Albert
Theatre. This is the first time that two PUC Middle Schools are partnering to present an evening of live theatre to showcase their hard work and talents.
The performance will begin at 7:00pm and last approximately 90 minutes. Some of this year’s
theme is around what power we have to make a difference in our immediate communities. Admission is one canned good item OR one pair of new white socks. We will be donating food
items, socks, and other clothing items (come and find out!) to a nearby homeless shelter.
If you need further information please contact the front office at either middle school. PUC
CALS: 323-254-4427 PUC EXCEL: 323-222-5010
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PUC Santa Rosa Students Present at LA City Hall

Students at PUC Santa Rosa Charter Academy have taken on the challenge offered from One
Water LA to create a plan to capture, conserve and reuse all types of water. STEM students in
Mrs. Devletyan’s and Mrs. Landry’s workshop classes researched, analyzed, and built an artifact that fulfilled the requirement of the challenge. On May 17, 2016 the selected groups presented to a panel of Los Angeles water conservation experts and advocates that included:
Heather Repenning, Mike Davis and Joel Jacinto, Commissioners of Los Angeles City Board of
Public Works, Ray Lopez-Chang, Field Deputy, LAUSD Board Member Ref Rodriguez, Denise
Chow, an Environmental Engineering Associate of One Water LA team, Mike Davis, Water Policy Advisor, from the office of Mayor Eric Garcetti, Cristina Pacheco, Director of Programs and
Arts for LA, Arthi Varma, Principal Planner of the Pasadena Planning and Community Development Department, and Doug Walters, Chief Sustainability Officer, from the LA Department
of Sanitation. The students presented their projects and received great feedback for their presentation, the knowledge about the problem and their prototype. We certainly feel proud of our
scholars’ performance.
GOOOOO, COUGARS!!!!
Refer to http://lucindevletyan.weebly.com/city-hall-presentations.html for videos of the presentation

Excel Scholar Wolfpack Go to Big Bear
The Excel Scholar Wolfpack had the opportunity to take part of an
exciting and adventurous camping trip to YMCA’s Camp Round
Meadow located in Big Bear. Our Scholar Wolfpack participated in
activities like: zip lining, wall climbing, hiking, and archery to name
a few. These activities challenged our students to strengthen their
Habits of a Scholar, which are centered around integrity, empathy,
curiosity, perseverance, and respect. As a commitment to themselves
and to our community, our students
wrote a letter to themselves detailing their goals, which they will revisit when they are in 8th grade.
Overall, our Scholar Wolfpack had a fantastic time developing
themselves and growing in appreciation of nature.
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Parent College

Great news from our first PUC Parent College, 48 parents were able to successfully complete the 7 month program
meeting all the requirements for graduation. We surpassed all expectations with a 120% graduation rate. PUC LA
schools partnered with the Partnership for Los Angeles Schools in an effort to continue strengthening our parent
base. All six PUC LA schools joined one another to create a space where parents were able to share and learn how
to best support their children on track to university success. Parents demonstrated vulnerability and wisdom
throughout the seven month program uplifting our spirit and inspiring us all, to envision our children graduating
from college next to their parents.
Here is a father, Enrique Arevalo receiving his graduation certificate next to Mr. Kuauhtzin, Principal of PUC Excel Charter Academy.
Arevalo and Kuauhtzin

Teachers and parents celebrating their great accomplishment

Parents shared their appreciation to Dr. Orlando for his vision and support in seeing this program through. Eva
Villegas was instrumental in reaching out to parents and building relationships that fostered their trust and dedication to Parent College. Our teachers Apolo Trujillo, Aurora Escarsega, Alejandro Lopez, Raul Cardona, Julissa
Alarcon, and James Hamori supported our parents through this journey and shared their lives with them, adding a
touch that only passionate educators can bring to instruction. We thank Alejandra Gonzalez and the eCALS support team for all the hard work that was instrumental in making this vision a reality.
Thank you all for believing in and showing our parents love and care throughout this year’s Parent College.
Next year will bring Level Two classes and parents will have the opportunity to take the Level One classes if they
were not able to attend this last year.
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PUC Excel Student Wins Neighborhood Council Seat in Lincoln Heights
Hugo Hernandez, one of PUC Excel’s 8th grade students ran for the Youth Representative seat
of the Lincoln Heights Neighborhood Council. His political platform was centered on environmental issues, bringing healthy food options, and safe neighborhoods through S.T.E.M activities.
Hugo Hernandez shows off campaign signs

He was running against older and more experienced students from local high schools. The PUC
community was instrumental in supporting Hugo’s victory. Hugo’s mother, Laura Hernandez,
was his greatest champion. She reached out and activated his network of support creating
speaking opportunities and opening poll centers. In this case, the saying is, behind every great
child there is an amazing mother.
Hugo spoke to his peers about his plans motivating them to register and vote. This year was
the first year where 13 year olds and older residents of Lincoln Heights were able to vote for actual representatives. What an exciting time to be a young scholar. The opportunities to get involved politically for youth in our communities is expanding exponentially. Go PUC Scholars!
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First Annual PUC Inspire Science Fair is a Huge Success
On Wednesday, June 8th, PUC Inspire hosted their inaugural science fair. Sponsored by science
teachers Maranda Maroe and Alexandra Ochoa, students in 6th and 7th grade presented their
projects to community judges. Scholars researched a variety of topics including electricity, animal science, nutrition and plant science. All researchers were also asked to articulate how their
findings uplift our community. Our day culminated with a Family Night in which parents and
students voted for our first, second and third place finishers, as well as enjoyed presentations by
all of our scholars. It was definitely a fantastic way to end our year by celebrating scientific inquiry with our families!
Special shout out to our PUC judges: Jill Mayorga, Anais Campa, Ingrid Anderson, David Jackson, Vartan Shohmelian and many PUC Inspire teachers and staff members. Thank you for
helping make this day come to life for our students!
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Glassdoor and Indeed
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Social Media
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Open Positions

Discounted Software Available For Home Use
Exclusive for your company, get the completely NEW Microsoft Office Professional Plus
2016 suite for your home. Or if you use a Mac, get Office Home and Business 2016 for Mac
for the same low price, $9.95.
The link below provides the details as well as the new program code necessary to purchase Office.
https://intranet.pucschools.org/IT/Shared%20Documents/IT%20Resources/PUC%20Microsoft%20Home%20Use%20Progr
am%20(2016).pdf
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Human Resources Employee Perks Program

Human Resources is pleased to announce a new employee benefit. All employees now have exclusive access to
the Working Advantage discount network which allows you to save up 60% on ticketed events and online shopping.
Through Working Advantage you can save on: Movie Tickets, Theme Parks, Ski Tickets, Broadway Shows,
Sporting Events, Hotels and Travel, Health and Fitness, Museums and City Passes, Merchant Gift Certificates, Online Shopping…and much more! To subscribe, you may access the Working Advantage website by
clicking here: www.workingadvantage.com. When opening an individual account you will need the PUC Schools
ID #413401740.
Working Advantage offers 24-hour online shopping and customer support Monday through Friday from
8:30 AM to 6:30 PM Eastern time. If you have specific questions regarding the site, please contact Working Advantage at 800-565-3712.
PUC employees will no longer be able to purchase discounted Disneyland Resort tickets from the website link previously featured on the PUC Intranet. However, Working Advantage offers a variety of Disneyland Resort tickets
at a discounted price as well. For more information, visit : Working Advantage Disneyland Tickets

Human Resources has AMC tickets available for sale. As of August 1, 2015, AMC will no longer sell Silver or Gold Tickets; they have decided to move to one ticket going forward which will be the Green Ticket. The Gold tickets that remain
in distribution will be honored as stated in the terms and conditions listed on the tickets. PLEASE NOTE: Green Tick-

ets will NOT be eligible for any movie distributed by The Walt Disney Company, including but not limited
to Pixar, Marvel, and Lucas Films. AMC tickets have no expiration date. The price for a green ticket is $9/
ticket. PAYMENT METHOD: ONLY CASHIER’S CHECK, PERSONAL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. NO CASH! Please
make check or money order to: PUC Schools.
If you are interested in purchasing AMC Green tickets, please contact Isamar Muñoz, HR Assistant.

T-Mobile offers exclusive discounts for PUC Schools Employees. Click on the T-Mobile logo above to visit T-Mobile’s promo website. To enroll by phone, contact Advantage Direct at 866-464-8662 and use promotional code 20356TMOFAV.
Any questions regarding our employee perks program, please contact Isamar Muñoz, HR Assistant,
i.munoz@pucschools.org or (818) 559-7699
.
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PUC Polo Shirts and Laptop Bags for Sale
You can now purchase PUC Polo Shirts and PUC Laptop bags! Items can be purchased throughout the year. Please contact Jonathan Liu from the Human Resources
Department in order to place an order. You can reach him at j.liu@pucschools.org or
818-478-2093.

PUC Polo: $20 for either the male or female cut.

PUC Laptop Bag: $40

