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MATERIAL REVISION TO CHARTER OF  

PUC CALIFORNIA ACADEMY FORLIBERAL STUDIES MIDDLE SCHOOL  

 

This Material Revision to the Charter of PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies 

Middle School (“Material Revision”) is made between Los Angeles Unified School District 

(“District”), a California public school district, and Partnerships to Uplift Communities, Los 

Angeles, a California non-profit corporation, (“Parties”) operating a California public charter 

school known as PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies Middle School (“Charter School” 

and/or “PUC CALS MIDDLE SCHOOL”).   

 

A. This Material Revision is to be read in conjunction with and shall expressly amend 

the Renewal Charter for PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies Middle School 
which is being recommended for approval by the Los Angeles Unified School District Board of 

Education on February 10, 2015 (“Charter”).  The effective date of this Material Revision is 

upon the renewal term of the charter starting July 1, 2015. WHEREAS, Parties agree to 

materially revise the Charter, and where required, its Bylaws, to reflect changes to the Charter as 

noted below.    

B. WHEREAS, District and Charter School jointly agree to amend certain provisions of the 

Charter to reflect District policy and applicable state and federal laws, statutes, and regulations.       

C. WHEREAS, PUC CALS MIDDLE SCHOOL and PUC California Academy for Liberal 

Studies Early College High School (“PUC CALSECHS”) are both operated by Partnerships to 

Uplift Communities, Los Angeles, a nonprofit California Public Benefit Corporation whose 

mission is to provide options in quality education for the communities served through the 

development and management of high quality charter schools; and 

 

D. WHEREAS, on November 14, 2014, the Board of Trustees of Partnerships to Uplift 

Communities, Los Angeles, approved the merger of PUC CALIFORNIA ACADEMY FOR 

LIBERAL STUDIES EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL with PUC CALS MIDDLE 

SCHOOL; and  

 

E. WHEREAS, the Charter of PUC CALIFORNIA ACADEMY FOR LIBERAL STUDIES 

EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL will close and be merged into the Charter of PUC 

CALS MIDDLE SCHOOL; and  

 

F. WHEREAS, the purpose of the merger between PUC CALS MIDDLE SCHOOL and PUC 

CALSECHS is to combine both charter schools under one Charter to increase collaboration 

among staff and continuity for students in grades 6 -12 education; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties hereby acknowledge the adequacy of the consideration given 

for this Material Revision and, notwithstanding any provision to the contrary set forth in the 

Charter, the parties hereto expressly agree as follows: 

 



 

2 
 

1. Charter School Closure: Upon the approval of this Material Revision, PUC California 

Academy for Liberal Studies Early College High School shall follow the procedures 

outlined in in Element 16 of its Charter to close the charter school. 

 

2. Material Revision to the PUC CALS MIDDLE SCHOOL Charter: 

 

a. Name: The Charter School shall henceforth be named:  

 

PUC CALS Charter Middle and Early College High School 

 

All references, in the Charter, to the name of the Charter School as PUC 

California Academy for Liberal Studies Middle School (“PUC CALS MIDDLE 

SCHOOL”) shall be deleted and replaced with “PUC CALS Charter Middle and 

Early College High School.” 

 

 

b. Element 1 - Educational Program:  

 

The following provisions shall replace Element 1 of the Charter:  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

 

 The contact person for Charter School is: Connie Rivas 

 The contact address for Charter School is: 7350 N. Figueroa St. Los Angeles, 

CA 90041 

 The contact phone number for Charter School is: 323-254-4427 x. 2000 

 The proposed address or target community of Charter 
School is: 

7350 N. Figueroa St. Los Angeles, 

CA 90041 

 This location is in LAUSD Board District: 5 

 This location is in LAUSD Educational Service Center: East 

 The grade configuration of Charter School is: 6-12th 

 The number of students in the first year will be: 610 

 The grade level(s) of the students in the first year will be: 6-12th 

 The scheduled opening date of Charter School is: August 2015 

 The enrollment capacity is: 
(Enrollment capacity is defined as all students who are 
enrolled in Charter School regardless of student 
residency). 

610 

 The type of instructional calendar (e.g. traditional/year-
round, single track/multi-track, extended day/year) will 
be: 

Traditional 

 The bell schedule for Charter School will be: 8:00 – 3:30 

 The term of this charter shall be from:  July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2020 
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The following provisions shall be added into Element 1 of the Charter: 

 

High School Student Population to Be Served 

PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies Middle School  (PUC CALS MIDDLE SCHOOL) 

will add grades nine through twelve from California Academy for Liberal Studies Early College 

High School (CALSECHS).  The school will serve up to 260 CALSECHS students from 

Northeast Los Angeles, and a total of up to 610 students, grades 6-12.   

 

Additional Enrollment Plan 

Grade 2015-2016 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 

9 70 70 70 70 70 

10 65 65 65 65 65 

11 65 65 65 65 65 

12 60 60 60 60 60 

Total 260 260 260 260 260 

 

 

Surrounding Schools Demographic and Performance Data for high schools 

 

   

Sub-Groups Race/Ethnicity Achievement 

School Year 
N 

(Tested) % EL % SpED % Low SES % Hispanic/Latino API 

PUC California Academy 

for Liberal Studies Early 
College High School 

2011 232 43.97% 5.6% 85.78% 94.4% 809 

2012 194 41.75% 6.7% 82.47% 94.85% 787 

2013 
             

159 45.28% 10.06% 86.16% 96.86%                794 

Eagle Rock High School 

2011 2384 29.03% 9.98% 69.97% 65.18% 750 

2012 1988 19.47% 10.51% 69.06% 59.96% 773 

2013 2039 9.07% 11.43% 67.53% 58.21% 776 

Benjamin Franklin Senior 

High School 

2011 1559 51.44% 13.34% 81.53% 91.34% 664 

2012 1248 46.23% 13.7% 90.30% 90.79% 692 

2013 1101 19.89% 12.9% 81.74% 89.28% 713 

 

SURROUNDING SCHOOLS DEMOGRAPHIC AND PERFORMANCE DATA (2013) 
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Instructional Design 

 The courses offered at PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies (PUC CALSECHS) are 

designed to prepare students to enter and succeed in college.  The curriculum is aligned to the 

A-G requirements and augmented with select non-A-G courses offered as supports or 

enrichment for students. PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies has been selected a 

California Distinguished School on the strength of its academic program. 

 Early College Model – As an Early College high school, PUC CALSECHS encourages 

students to take college classes in addition to their high school courses. These college courses 

are offered free of charge, on campus, and are offered through partnerships with various 

community colleges, including Los Angeles City College, Los Angeles Trade Technical 

College, Glendale City College, and Pasadena City College. Classes offered include electives 

such as Sociology and Psychology, English 1, and Spanish.  Concurrent enrollment gives 

students experience with college level work while under the umbrella of support from the 

high school staff and infuses them with the confidence that they can succeed in college.  It 

also provides them with valuable credits toward their college degrees.  Our high school 

college counselors collaborate with local community colleges to help students identify 

appropriate courses. Students also attend college fairs and college visits and receive critical 

information and support in the college selection, application, and enrollment process from 

advisors, peer mentors, and counselors. They also have access to career-readiness educational 

experiences, such as internships, job shadowing, and professional development workshops. 

Students have been placed at internship sites such as Keck USC Hospital, National Council 

of La Raza, Big Brothers Big Sisters LA, Atwater Playhouse, and others.  

 Mathematics Transition – The school year of 2014-15 has been the first year of full 

implementation of the California Common Core State Standards at PUC CALSECHS.  In 

light of this transition, the mathematics course sequence for PUC CALSECHS is currently 

under review to align it with Core practices and strategies. Math offerings currently include 

Integrated Math 1, 2, and 3, Geometry, and Calculus. The course sequence and acceleration 

pathways will be finalized by Spring 2015 and the curriculum and course catalog will be 

revised accordingly. 

Address: 7350 N. Figueroa St. Los Angeles, CA 90041 

LAUSD 
Schools 

# of 
Students 

[2013] 

% Students 
Eligible for 

Free/ 
Reduced 

Lunch 

% of 
Special Ed. 
Students 

% of 
English 

Learners 

% Major 
Ethnicity 

#1 (Latino) 

% Major 
Ethnicity 

#2 
(Filipino) 

% Major 
Ethnicity 

#3 
(White) 

[2013] 
Growth 

API 

Met 
Schoolwide 

Growth 
Target? 

Met 
Subgroup 
Growth 
Targets? 

[2011-2013] 
API 3 Year 
Average 

[2013] 
API 

Statewide 
Rank 

 [2013]  
API Similar 

Schools 
Rank 

[YEAR] 
School 

Performance 
Framework 

Classification 
(SPF) 

Eagle Rock High 2039 67.53% 11.43% 47.83% 58.21% 22% 9.8% 776 No No 765 6 2 N/A 

Benjamin 
Franklin High 

1101 81.74% 12.9% 19.86% 89.28% 4.1% 1.3% 713 Yes No 687 3 5 Watch 

Charter Schools               

PUC CALS High 
School 

159 86.16% 10.06% 11.95% 96.86% 1.26% 0 794 Yes No 798 7 9 Achieving 
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 Scholar Success Center – The Scholar Success Program (SSC) is designed to provide 

moderate to severe students with special needs with grade level content at their individual 

skill level. Students receive ELA and Math instruction in a small group setting, while 

improving targeted basic skills. The SSC is considered a temporary placement, designed with 

the intent of returning students to the full inclusion model as soon as possible. Placement 

decisions are made by the IEP team, which considers whether the student has been:  

- Recommended for Special Day Class (SDC) 

- Minimum of two years below grade level in ELA and Math 

- Failing Grades 

- Qualifies for California Modified Assessment (CMA) 

- Would be recommended for a 1-1 without SSC placement 

 Intervention – Intervention at PUC CALSECHS takes place within and outside of the school 

day.   The course sequence begins with students taking a second math and/or second ELA 

course in ninth grade in order to fill skill gaps that have been identified through data. These 

classes accelerate them to be prepared for the rigor of grades 10-12.  In tenth grade, PUC 

CALSECHS offers math and ELA CAHSEE support classes for select students who 

demonstrate the need for these classes based on data. Afterschool, PUC CALSECHS 

provides structured tutoring in math and English Language Arts.  In addition to this tutoring, 

teachers of all subjects may design and implement short-term or ongoing tutoring and 

workshops to support academic success of our students. Academic support that includes 

tutoring in all content areas and homework support is also provided in the after school 

program. 

Enrichment – PUC CALSECHS offers a rich program of athletics, clubs, and student activities.  

The athletics program includes the following CIF sports:  cross country, girls volleyball, boys 

and girls soccer, boys and girls basketball, baseball, softball, and football..  Clubs and afterschool 

activities include Falcons Acting for Communities Today (F.A.C.T.), Newspaper, and Debate. 

Additional afterschool activities include the PUC Pathways Internship program, which provides 

students with targeted, career-readiness internships in five career interest areas: Medicine, Law, 

Service, Business, and Arts. Internship sites include the National Council of La Raza, the 

Mexican American Cultural Institute, USC Keck Hospital, and the Eagle Rock Center for the 

Arts.  

 

High School Course List 

PUC CALSECHS Course Descriptions: 

History/Social Science (Core) 

 

Course Title Credit Type 

Government UCA,CG,Credits 
US History UCA,CG,Credits 
World History UCA,CG,Credits 

 

 
GOVERNMENT –CCH5003 

UC APPROVED (uca, cg, credits) 

Students pursue a deeper understanding of the institutions of American 

government. They compare systems of government in the world today and 

analyze the history and changing interpretations of the Constitution, the Bill of 
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Rights, and the current state of the legislative, executive, and judiciary 

branches of government. An emphasis is placed on analyzing the relationship 
among federal, state, and local governments, with particular attention paid to 

important historical documents such as the Federalist Papers. These standards 

represent the culmination of civic literacy as students prepare to vote, 
participate in community activities, and assume the responsibilities of 

citizenship. 

 
US HISTORY – CCH5005 

UC APPROVED (uca, cg,credits) 

In this course students will examine major turning points in American history 
in the twentieth century. Students will analyze what is meant by the American 

Dream by looking at how this dream came to be and what it entails. This will 

be viewed through a historical lens, looking at the evolution of American 
ideals such as freedom, equality and justice for all. Students will constantly 

question why there has often been a gap between these ideals and the reality 

of American life for many groups in this country. Throughout this course, 

students will compare and contrast America’s ideals with the truth of 
American history, paying special attention to minority groups and whether or 

not they had access to making the American Dream a reality. 

WORLD HISTORY – CCH 5006 

UC APPROVED (uca, cg, credits) 
The purpose of the 10th grade World History course is to develop greater 
understanding of the evolution of global processes from 1450 until 

present.  We will focus on themes of political philosophy, sociopolitical 

revolution and change, nationalism, industrialism, colonization and de-
colonization, militarism, globalization, and migration as we move both 

regionally and chronologically through the major occurrences of the last 500 

years.  10th grade World History is a high-level course that offers students an 
opportunity to gain a global perspective on the past—a vision of history that is 

meaningful and appropriate for studying the world today. 

English (Core) 

 

Course Title Credit Type 

CAHSEE PREP ELA Credits,CG 
English 9 UCB, Credits 
English 10 UCB, CG, Credits 
English 11 UCB, CG, Credits 
English 12 UCB, CG, Credits 
Textual Analysis Argumentation UCB, Credits 

CAHSEE PREP ELA – CCH8014 

UC APPROVED (ucb, cg, credits) 

This course is designed to prepare students to be proficient on the CAHSEE 

English Language Arts (ELA) exam.  Students will engage in a data-driven 

sequence of review ELA standards in order to strengthen their knowledge of 

fundamentals as needed.  After the CAHSEE exam in spring, the course will 
transition to support students in grade-level ELA standards 

ENGLISH 9 – CCH1002 

UC APPROVED (ucb, credits) 
This course introduces ninth-grade students to critical analysis of literature 

through group discussion, written responses, and essay writing. Correct 

grammar, punctuation, and language usage are emphasized. The course 
curriculum and assessments are designed to prepare students for higher level 

English courses. Students will read texts covering a variety of genres and will 
analyze recurrent patterns and themes in historically or culturally significant 

works. Students read selected short stories, news articles, analytical essays, 

poems, biographies, plays, speeches and novels. Students will gain skills 
necessary for competent writing and reading by focusing on the mechanics of 

language, vocabulary development and directed reading and writing. They 

will complete a variety of writing activities, including narrative, expository, 
persuasive, informational, and descriptive writing that demonstrate research, 

organization, drafting, and revision. 

 

ENGLISH 10 – CCH1003  

UC APPROVED (ucb, cg, credits) 

Tenth Grade English is a rigorous course designed to continue preparation for 
college.  Students will read and compare a variety of full-length works 

including novels, dramas, poetry, essays, short stories, and nonfiction pieces. 

Literature assignments focus on the further development of comprehension 
and fluency, as well as analysis of literary devices, themes, and critical 

thinking. Students continue to develop their language skills through the study 

of grammar and syntax, vocabulary development, listening and speaking, and 

regular writing practice. A research project is required using the MLA format. 
Other writings include autobiographical, reflective, analytical, persuasive, 

cause and effect, compare and contrast, and expository essays. Preparation for 

the CAHSEE is part of the curriculum. 

 

 

ENGLISH 11 – CCH1004 

UC APPROVED (ucb, cg, credits) 

English 11 reflects the four strands of the California English Language Arts 
Framework, with particular emphasis on writing. Students will focus on 

developing a variety of strategies in writing effective essays. Practice in a 

process approach to writing will continue. The student, as speaker and writer, 
will observe and address issues of both personal and social interest. The 

student’s voice will progress from the personal to one that explores and 

analyzes multiple points of view in order to advocate and communicate a 
position through writing. Students will read a variety of literature, with an 

emphasis on nonfiction, presenting writers who use their craft to explain, 

analyze, and entertain. Writing for a variety of purposes and audiences, 
students will be instructed in a range of rhetorical techniques to enable them 

to express ideas with precision, force and artistry. As a result, students will not 

only be individuals who have something to say, but individuals who have 

learned a process that will enable them to discover in language what they 

think, feel, and value. 

 

ENGLISH 12 – CCH1006 

UC APPROVED (ucb, cg, credits) 
English 12 is a year-long, college-preparatory course designed to help 

students become more effective thinkers, communicators and writers. The 

course exposes students to a variety of texts including essays, articles, letters, 
autobiographies, speeches, graphics, images and imaginative literature in 

order to deepen students’ awareness of the interaction among authorial intent, 

rhetorical strategy, audience, purpose and effectiveness.  Students are 
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expected to write extensively and for a variety of purposes.  The course aims 

to prepare students for college-level grade work.   

 

TEXTUAL ANALYSIS AND ARGUMENTATION – CCH1005 

UC APPROVED (ucb,credits) 

This course introduces students to persuasive essay composition in the context 

of both literary analysis and expository text. In this course students read a 
variety of texts from a critical perspective. Text selections include past and 

current articles from The New York Times, political speeches, essays, 

documentary films, and memoirs as well as poetry and fiction. Responding to 
text both verbally reading should make students aware of the interactions 

among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the 

way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to 

effectiveness in writing. Students will be active participants in their reading 
and writing in order to deepen their awareness of rhetoric and how language 

works, and to understand how stylistic and rhetorical effects are achieved by 

writers’ linguistic choices. Students will enter an intellectual dialogue in their 
writing through the use of evaluated and cited sources of research, and 

students will learn to write with an  

 
emphasis on and a demonstrated understanding of content, purpose, and 

audience. 

 

 

 

Mathematics (Core) 

Course Title Credit Type 

Integrated Math 1A, Integrated Math 1B UCC, Credits 

Integrated Math 2A, Integrated Math 2B UCC, CG, Credits 

Integrated Math 3A, Integrated Math 3B UCC, CG, Credits 

Pre-Calculus w/ Trig A/ Pre-Calculus w/ Trig B UCC, CG, Credits 

Honors Pre-Calculus UCC, CG, Credits 

Probability and Stats A/Probability and Stats B UCC, CG, Credits 

Calculus A/B UCC, CG, Credits 

Math Lab Credits 

CAHSEE Prep Credits 
 

Integrated Math 1A – CCH2001  

Integrated Math 1B – CCH2002 

UC APPROVED (ucc, credits) 

Integrated Math 1 is the first course of a three course sequence including 

Integrated Math 1, Integrated Math 2, and Integrated Math 3. The course 

satisfies the California Common Core Standards for Integrated Math 1 and is 
intended for all ninth graders. Integrated Math 1 builds and strengthens 

students’ conceptual knowledge of functions, linear functions, systems of 

linear equations, systems of linear equalities, one variable descriptive 

statistics, correlation and residuals, analyzing categorical data, mathematical 

modeling, and both coordinate and transformational geometries. 

 

Integrated Math 2A – CCH2001  

Integrated Math 2B – CCH2002 

UC APPROVED (ucc, credits) 

Integrated Math 2 is the second of a three year integrated math sequence that 

will help students see the relationships between algebra, geometry, and 
statistics. This class completes the geometry curriculum in the first semester, 

and then completes the second semester of algebra. The geometry portion 

includes an introduction to functions, imaginary numbers, higher order 
polynomials, graphing of functions, imaginary numbers, higher order 

polynomials, graphic of functions, and irrational numbers.  

 

Integrated Math 3A – CCH2001  

Integrated Math 3B – CCH2002 

UC APPROVED (ucc, credits) 

Integrated Math 3 is the third course of a three course sequence including 

Integrated Math 1, 2, and 3. This course utilizes a problem-centered approach 
and is integrated with the other core content courses including English, 

science, and social science. Knowledge is built through units organized 

around a central theme. Students solve a variety of smaller problems that 
develop the underlying skills and concepts needed to solve the central 

problem of each unit. The course weaves content standards from Algebra 1, 

Geometry, Algebra 2, and Statistics at an intermediate to advanced level 
including coordinate geometry, circles and other conical sections, binomial 

distributions, permutations and combinations, exponential and logarithmic 
functions, rate of change, derivatives, trigonometry and quadratics. The course 

demands that students further develop the logic needed for abstract problem 

solving and emphasizes the common core standards. Regular attendance and 

participation along with timely completion of daily practice and homework is 
required. Students need to demonstrate competency on assessments (oral and 

written). Resources used include Interactive Mathematics Program and 

supplemental conceptual activities.  

 

 

HONORS PRE-CALCULUS WITH TRIGONOMETRY A – CCH2019 

HONORS PRE-CALCULUS WITH TRIGONOMETRY B – CCH2019 

UC APPROVED (ucc, cg, credits) 
This is a 11th/12th grade preparatory course for students intending to take 

college level or AP Calculus. This year long course is based primarily on the 

California State Standards for Trigonometry and Mathematical Analyses. In 
addition, we will incorporate some probability and statistics, analytic 

geometry, limits and introduction to calculus in the course as well. 

CALCULUS A –CCH2005  

CALCULUS B – CCH2006  

UC APPROVED (ucc, cg, credits) 

Calculus is a prerequisite for students entering advanced fields of study in 
mathematics, science, engineering, and economics. This course will help the 

student develop an understanding of the concepts and applications of calculus. 

Students will work with functions numerically, graphically and analytically, 
and will be required to justify or explain their results with written explanations 

of mathematical terminology. Technology will be used to help solve 

problems, experiment, and interpret results. Students will learn how to model 
situations with functions, derivatives, and integrals, and learn how they are all 

inter-related. Students will gain an appreciation of the wonders of 

calculus.  This course combines many of the trigonometric, geometric, and 
algebraic techniques needed to prepare students for the study of calculus and 

strengthens their conceptual understanding of problems and mathematical 

reasoning in solving problems. These standards take a functional point of view 
toward those topics. Graphing calculators may be used throughout the course 

to aid in the solution of the problem.  This course promotes achievement of 
the California State Calculus standards.  

GEOMETRY A – CCH2007  
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GEOMETRY B – CCH2008 

UC APPROVED (ucc, cg, credits) 

Geometry is a part of mathematics concerned with questions of size, shape, 

relative position of figures, and the properties of space. Geometry is one of the 
oldest sciences, initially a body of practical knowledge concerning lengths, 

areas, and volumes. In this course students will learn the basic ideas and terms 

in Geometry such as the basic undefined terms, postulates and theorems and 
their applications and proofs, solving an application for the area, perimeter 

and volume of polygons and circles in plane and solids.  

 

 

PRE-CALCULUS WITH TRIGONOMETRY A – CCH2010  

PRE-CALCULUS WITH TRIGONOMETRY B – CCH2011  

UC APPROVED (ucc, cg, credits) 

This course will introduce students to Trigonometry, as well as higher level 
concepts with equations. Students will need to have a strong foundation of the 

basic arithmetic functions: adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing in 

order to be successful.  

 

 

PROBABILITY AND STATITICS A – CCH20012 

PROBABILITY AND STATITICS B – CCH2013  

UC APPROVED (ucc, cg, credits) 

This course will introduce students to Statistics, as well as higher level 
concepts with probability and algebra. Students will need to have a strong 

foundation of the basic arithmetic functions: adding, subtracting, multiplying 
and dividing in order to be successful.  

 

MATH LAB – CCH2015 

(credits) 

Math Lab is designed as a companion to the Algebra I and II courses in which 

students are provided instruction and practice in prerequisite skills needed for 
success in Algebra I and II.  The Math Lab teacher conducts daily planning in 

conjunction with the Algebra I teacher and the Algebra II teacher to 

successfully complement the scope and sequence of those courses.   

 

CAHSEE PREP - CCH 

(credits) 
This course is designed to prepare students to be proficient on the CAHSEE 

Math exam.  Students will engage in a data-driven sequence of review Math 

standards in order to strengthen their knowledge of fundamentals as 
needed.  After the CAHSEE exam in Spring, the course will transition to 

support students in standards from their current math courses. 

 
 

Science (Core) 
 

Course Title Credit Type 

Marine Biology UCD,CG,Credits 
Biology UCD,CG, Credits 
Chemistry UCD,CG, Credits 
Physics UCD,CG, Credits 

 

 

BIOLOGY – CCH3003  

UC APPROVED (ucd, cg, credits) 
In this course students will meet the California State Standards for biology.  

Through lab work, the student will have the opportunity to develop science 

skills such as:  asking meaningful questions, conducting careful 
investigations, designing experiments, making observations, recording data, 

and formulating explanations using logic and evidence.  Students will be 

prepared to take the Biology and Life Science CSTs.  In addition, students 
will have the opportunity to further develop their reading and writing skills.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARINE BIOLOGY – CCH3001  

UC APPROVED (ucd, cg, credits) 

This Marine Biology course serves as a second year biology course 

and extends the student’s knowledge of biological concepts 

developed during previous science courses.   Students will explore 



 

9 
 

the chemical, physical, and geological characteristics of the world’s 

oceans.  Once students have an understanding of the chemical and 

physical characteristics of the ocean ecosystem, they will then 

investigate the structure, functions, behaviors, adaptations, and 

classification of a diversity of protists, plants and animals that exist in 

the marine environment.  Students explore how energy and matter 

cycles through the Earth’s ocean system and they investigate the 

impact of humans on that system and the organisms that reside there. 

 

 

 

CHEMISTRY – CCH3004  

UC APPROVED (ucd, cg, credits) 
Chemistry is the study of matter and the changes it undergoes. In this course 
students will learn about atomic structure, chemical bonds, stoichiometry, 

gases, acids and bases, solutions, thermodynamics, reaction rates, equilibrium, 

organic and biochemistry, nuclear processes, and laboratory skills.   

 

 

PHYSICS – CCH3006  

UC APPROVED (ucd, d, cg) 

Physics is a two semester course that introduces the basic concepts of 
physics.  Broad topics to be covered in this course include mechanics (motion 

and its causes), heat, electricity and magnetism, and wave phenomena (sound 

and light). 

 

 

Foreign Language (Core) 

 

Course Title Credit Type 

Spanish I UCE, CG, Credits 
Spanish II UCE, CG, Credits 
Spanish I Non-Native UCE, CG, Credits 
Spanish II Non-Native UCE, CG, Credits 

SPANISH I  

SPANISH I – CCH7003  

UC APPROVED (uce, cg, credits) 
Spanish I is a foreign language year 3 course intended to extend students’ 

facility in the major skills. Reading receives increasing attention, although 

continuing emphasis is placed on developing the ability to speak with fluency 
and accuracy. This course addresses the five proficiencies: reading, writing, 

speaking, listening, and culture in the context of the five “C’s” of World 
Language education: Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, 

and Communities.  

  

SPANISH II CCH7004  

UC APPROVED (uce, cg, credits) 

Spanish II is a foreign language year 4 course emphasizing composition, 
grammar and reading skills. Specific content areas are the advanced study of 

grammar, vocabulary, speaking and writing skills.  This course addresses the 

five proficiencies: reading, writing, speaking, listening, and culture in the 
context of the five “C’s” of World Language education: Communication, 

Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities.  

 

SPANISH I NON-NATIVE – CCH7005 

 
UC APPROVED (uce, cg, credits)Spanish I Non-Native teaches students to 

greet people, describe family and friends, talk about hobbies, and 

communicate about other topics, such as home life, occupations, travel, and 

medicine.  Instruction in language structure and grammar includes the 

structures and uses of  
 

present-tense verb forms, imperatives, adjective agreement, impersonal 

constructions, formal and informal address, and reflexive verbs.  Students 
explore words used in different Spanish-speaking regions and learn about the 

cultures of Spanish-speaking countries and regions within and outside Europe. 

 

SPANISH II NON-NATIVE – CCH7006  

UC APPROVED (uce, cg, credits) 
Building on Spanish I Non-Native concepts, Spanish II students learn to 

communicate more confidently about themselves, as well as about topics 

beyond their own lives – both in formal and informal situations.  Students 
expand their vocabulary in topics such as cooking, ecology, geography, and 

architecture.  Instruction in language structure and grammar includes a review 

of present-tense verb forms, an introduction to the past tense, the conditional 
mood, imperatives, impersonal constructions, and reported speech.  Students 

deepen their knowledge of Spanish-speaking regions and cultures by learning 

about history, literature, culture, and contemporary issues. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Visual and Performing Arts (Core) 

  

Course Title Credit Type 

Art I UCF, Credits 
Art II UCF, CG, Credits 
Theater UCF, Credits 
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ART I – CCH6003 

UC APPROVED (ucf, credits) 

Art I will focus on studio work where students will be develop both skills in 
drawing and painting.  In doing so, students will begin to see the world 

through the eyes of an artist.  Students will be introduced to many art works 

from different time periods and cultures.  By the end of the year, students will 
have the vocabulary to talk about art and a working knowledge of the 

aesthetics of art to appreciate it. 

 
ART II – CCH6004 

UC APPROVED (ucf, cg, credits) 

Art II will focus on studio work where students will be continuing to develop 
both skills in drawing and painting.  In doing so, students will begin to find 

their own creative voice as an artist.  Students will continue to follow the art 

process of thumbnails, revision and critique. Throughout the year, students 
will be using a sketchbook and creating artwork that will go into their final 

portfolio and be shown in exhibits. 

Students will be introduced to many art works from different time periods and 

cultures.  By the end of the year, students will have the vocabulary to talk 

about art and a working knowledge of the aesthetics of art to appreciate it. 

 

 

 THEATER – CCH6006 

UC APPROVED (ucf, credits) 

This year-long, foundational class, designed for students with little or no 

theatre experience, promotes enjoyment and appreciation for all aspects of 
theatre. Classwork focuses on the exploration of theatre literature, 

performance, historical and cultural connections, and technical requirements. 

Improvisation, creative dramatics, and beginning scene work are used to 
introduce students to acting and character development. Incorporation of other 

art forms in theatre also helps students gain appreciation for other art forms, 

such as music, dance, and visual art. Theatre I provides opportunities for 
students to develop skills in critical listening and thinking, as well as stage 

presence, ensemble work, and aesthetic awareness culminating in periodic 

classroom and/or public performances. Students additionally learn about the 

organizational structure of theatre and theatre literature. 
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College Prep Electives (Non-Core) 

 

Course Title Credit Type 

Economics UCG, CG, Credits 
 

 

ECONOMICS – CCH5002 

UC APPROVED (ucg, cg, credits) 

In this course, students will conduct a comprehensive study of the 

basic institutions, concepts, principles, and practices of economics. 

The course focuses on economic concepts that underlie the United 

States market system and its operations. Major themes include 

current issues facing local, state, and national governments, 

international issues, micro and macro economics, and the impact of 

economics on individuals. Students will utilize the tools of 

economics, including index numbers, ratios, percentages, graphs, 

charts, and tables. Students will analyze the interrelationships 

between different economic variables. 
 

 

 

 

 

Other Non-Core Elective Courses (Non-Core) 

 

Course Title Credit Type 

Leadership Credits 
Peer College Scholars Credits 
Teacher Assistant Credits 
Physical Education Credits 
PUC Competitive Edge Credits 

  

 



 

 

 

PUC Competitive Edge – CCH8012 

(Credits) 

Advisory is a course designed to support student social/emotional growth, provide a faculty advisor, support academic skills and achievement, disseminate 
post-secondary information, and develop college and career-ready skills and dispositions. 

 

LEADERSHIP – CCH8002 

(Credits) 

Leadership is a yearlong course where students are able to explore the realm of school leadership through identity & community development and events & 

project management. Students create, oversee and execute school-wide events and measure goals to increase school-wide investment in events, increase 
student advocacy and awareness and increase student’s levels of organization, planning and analysis. By the end of the year, students will be able to 

articulate and demonstrate their individual contributions to our school community while defining the necessary leadership skills in the communities they 

serve, especially in communities of color, throughout their personal and professional lives.  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – CCH4006 

(Credits) 

This course will follow the California Model Content Standards for Physical Education.  Students in this course will learn human anatomy and kinesiology, 

how to make healthy choices, and how to effectively exercise for life-long health and fitness.  This course will provide a safe, challenging, and enjoyable 
experience for students to develop positive and responsible athletic and social behaviors. 

 

TEACHER ASSISTANT – CCH8005 

(Credits) 
Teachers Assistant provides students the opportunity to develop skills and behaviors essential for employment, with emphasis on careers in education. 

Teacher Assistants work under the direction and supervision of the assigned classroom teacher. 

 

 

Textbooks currently adopted for use at PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies Early College High 

School – 

(Although the curriculum is not textbook-based, these books are used as resources by teachers and students). 

 

English: 

Literature varies by grade level and unit of study. No textbooks for Reading/Language Arts. The school uses 

fiction/non-fiction short stories through these anchor novels, which are Common Core-aligned.  

 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

Harper Lee 

 

Lord of the Flies 

William Golden 

 

Romeo and Juliet 

William Shakespeare 

 

Farenheit 451 

Ray Bradbury 

 

Merchant of Venice 

William Shakespeare 

 

Othello 

William Shakespeare 

 

The Great Gatsby 

F. Scott Fitzgerald 
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Raisin in the Sun 

Lorraine Hasberry 

 

Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Zora Neale Hurston 

 

Beloved 

Toni Morrison 

 

Death of a Salesman 

Arthur Miller 

 

Frankenstein  

Mary Shelley 

 

Much Ado About Nothing 

William Shakespeare 

 

Hamlet 

William Shakespeare 

 

Computer Based Resources include Achieve 3000. 

 

Foreign Language: 

!Ven Conmigo! Nuevas vistas Uno 

Holt, Rinehart and Winston 

Level one advanced 

Author: Barbara Kristof 

 

!En español! Uno 

McDougal Littell 

Gahala, Carlin, Heining-Boyton, Otheguy, Rupert 

 

!En español! Dos 

McDougal Littell 

Gahala, Carlin, Heining-Boyton, Otheguy, Rupert 

 

!Ven Conmigo!  and !En español! have computer based components. 

 

Mathematics: 

Geometry  

McDougall Littell 

2004 

Larson et al 

 

Precalculus 

Houghton Mifflin 

Larson 

 

Integrated 1 

Carnegie Learning 
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Bartle 

 

Integrated 2 

Carnegie Learning 

Bartle 

 

Integrated 3 

Carnegie Learning 

Bartle 

 

Additional Computer Based Resources Through: College Preparatory Mathematics and Khan Academy 

 

 

Science: 

Chemistry  

Prentice Hall  

2005 

Wilbraham, Stanley, Matta, Waterman  

 

Marine Science  

Prentice Hall 

2011 

Marrero, Schuster 

 

Prentice Hall Biology 

Pearson Prentice Hall 

2006 

Miller, Kenneth R. 

Levine, Joseph S. 

 

Physics:  Principles and Problems 

Prentice Hall 

2004 

Giancoli 

 

Environmental Science for AP 

W.H. Freeman and Company/BFW 

2012 

Authors: Friedland & Relyea 

 

 

Social Sciences:  

World History: Modern Times 

Glencoe - McGraw Hill 

California Edition 

Spielvogel  

 

Western Civilization Since 1300 

Glencoe - McGraw Hill 

7th Edition 

Spielvogel 



 

California Academy of Liberal Studies 
 

7350 North Figueroa St.   Los Angeles, California 90041   213-239-0063   www.pucschools.org 

 

American Government  

Magruder's - Pearson/Prentice Hall 

California 2006 

McClenaghan, William A. 

 

Call to Freedom:  1865 to the Present 

Hold Rinehart Winston 

2003 

 

U.S. History Program 

Teacher Curriculum Institute 

 

The American Pageant 

15th Edition 

David Kennedy/Lizabeth Cohen 

Wadsworth Publishing 

2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School Graduation Requirements 

PUC CALSECHS Graduation Paths 

Description 

PUC 

Graduation 

Requirement 

Students earning 

this diploma are 

eligible for a 4-

year 

college/university  

 

CA State 

Minimum  

High School 

Requirements 

*Students earning 

this diploma not 

eligible for a 4-

year 

college/university 

 

Certificate of 

Completion 

*Students earning 

this certificate not 

eligible for a 4-

year 

college/university. 

SPECIFICS 

A.    History/Social Science 30 30 **SEE CDE Ed. 

Code Reqs. Below 
World, US & 

Government/Econ 

B.     English 40 30 ** per IEP 9
th

-12
th

  

C.     Math 40 20 ** per IEP 9
th

-12
th

  

D.    Lab Science 30 20 ** per IEP Minimum one year 

of physical science 

and one of 

biological science 

E.     Foreign Language  30 20 ** per IEP Same language for 

three years 

F.      VPA 10 10 ** per IEP Same VPA for two 

semesters (1yr. per 

UCs) 

G.    College Prep Elective 10 10 ** per IEP  
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Physical Education 10 20 ** per IEP  

PUC Competitive Edge 

(PCE) Courses: 1, 2, 3, & 4 

College and Career Readiness 

lessons embedded over 4 

years. Focus: 

- PCE 1 (9
th

): 

Computer Literacy 

Focus 

- PCE 2 (10
th

): Career 

Exploration Focus 

- PCE 3 (11
th

): College 

Admissions Test Prep 

(SAT & ACT) 

- PCE 4 (12
th

): College, 

Financial Aid 

Application 

 

40 30 ** per IEP  

Total Required Credits 220 200 ** per IEP  

Test Requirements N/A N/A ** per IEP  

Community Service 40 Hours 40 Hours ** per IEP  

Apply to college -- -- ** per IEP  

Apply to FAFSA (if eligible) -- -- ** per IEP  

Students who complete the 

community service and other 

requirements along with the 

required course work of 220 

credits will graduate with an 

Exemplary Status Diploma. 

    

Students may participate in 

graduation ceremony with 

210 credits along with 

meeting all the test 

requirements. 

    

CA State minimum Graduation Requirements - This option is available to students eligible for special 

education services and must be written into the student’s IEP prior to the first day of the student’s senior 

year.  California graduation requirements (Section 5.1225.3) states that all pupils receiving a diploma of 

graduation from high school must complete all of the following in grades 9-12, inclusive: 

         Three courses in English 

         Two courses in Mathematics, including one year of Algebra I  

         Two courses in Science, including a Biological and Physical Science 

         Three course in Social Studies, including US History & World History, and one –semester 

course in American Government and Civics, and one-semester course in Economics 

         One course in visual or performing arts OR Foreign Language 

         Two course in physical education, unless the pupil has been exempted pursuant to the 

provisions of Education Code Section 51241. 
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Certificate Of Completion – If a student with disabilities does not meet all state and local requirements 

for earning a high school diploma, including passing the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE), 

then the local educational agency may award the student a certificate of completion. (EC Section 

56390).   A student qualifying for special education services who has satisfied any of the following three 

requirements may be awarded a special education certificate of completion: 

1. Satisfactory completion of 220 credits of a prescribed alternative course of study as identified 

on the student’s IEP; OR 

2. Satisfactory achievement of the student’s IEP goals and objectives during high school as 

determined by the IEP team; OR 

3. Satisfactory high school attendance, participation in the instruction prescribed in the student’s 

IEP, and achievement of the objectives of the statement of transition services. 

 
 

High School Accreditation  

CALSECHS received a full accreditation from the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 

expiring in June 30, 2015. In the spring of 2015 our school will be visited again and looks forward to 

another accreditation. Training modules are planned and staff development on Tuesday will be dedicated 

to achieving WASC goals both this year and next. Our School Success Plan is aligned with WASC 

goals. 

 

Transferability of High School Courses 

PUC CALSECHS is WASC accredited, meeting the level of quality, in accordance with established, 

research-based WASC criteria, making our school’s courses transferable to other high schools and 

colleges.   

 

In addition, PUC CALSECHS courses used to satisfy the University of California and California State 

University’s "a-g" subject requirements are certified by UC and appear on the school's UC Doorways "a-

g" course list. Approved “a-g” courses are academically challenging, involving substantial reading, 

writing, problems and laboratory work (as appropriate), and show serious attention to analytical 

thinking, factual content and developing students' oral and listening skills.  

 

This information is shared with parents through the following: 

a) START OF SCHOOL YEAR - Student Handbook is distributed to parents in English and/or Spanish 

b) YEAR ROUND - Upon enrollment of a new student, a student handbook is distributed to parents in 

English and/or Spanish  

c) QUARTERLY - Progress reports are distributed to students and parents 

d) Ongoing – Monthly family meeting reviews school and curricular requirements as needed.  

Individual meetings with parents are held as needed to support student’s success. 
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High School Academic Calendar   
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High School Daily Schedules  

 
 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday Schedule   Start End 

 
 Period 1 8:00 AM 9:06 AM 

 Break 9:06 AM 9:20 AM 

 Period 2 9:20 AM 10:26 AM 

 Period 3 10:26 AM 11:32 AM 

 Lunch 11:32 AM 12:12 PM 

 Period 4 12:12 PM 1:18 PM 

 Period 5 1:18 PM 2:24 PM 

 Period 6 2:24 PM 3:30 PM 

 
 Tuesday Schedule   Start End 

 
 Period 1 8:00 AM 8:50 AM 

 Period 2 8:50 AM 9:40 AM 

 Break 9:40 AM 9:50 AM 

 Period 3 9:50 AM 10:40 AM 

 Period 4 10:40 AM 11:30 AM 

 Lunch 11:30 AM 12:10 PM 

 Period 5 12:10 PM 1:00 PM 
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 Period 6 1:00 PM 1:50 PM 
 

 

  

High School Instructional Minutes 

Grades	

Grades	

Offered

Number	of	

Regular	

Days

	Number	of	

Instr.	

Minutes	

Per	Regular	

Day

Number	of	

Early	

Dismissal	

Days

Number	of	

Instr.	

Minutes	

Per	Early	

Dismissal	

Day

Number	of	

Minimum	

Days

Number	of	

Instr.	

Minutes	

Per	

Minimum	

Day

Number	of	

[Other]	

Days

Number	of	

Instr.	

Minutes	

Per	[Other]	

Day

Total	Number	

of	Instr.	Days

Minutes	

Req'd	Per	

State	Law

	Total	

Number	of	

Instr.	

Minutes

Number	of	

Instr.	

Minutes	

Above/	

Below	

State	Req't.

TK/K Select Y/N 0 36000 0 -36000

1 Select Y/N 0 50400 0 -50400

2 Select Y/N 0 50400 0 -50400

3 Select Y/N 0 50400 0 -50400

4 Select Y/N 0 54000 0 -54000

5 Select Y/N 0 54000 0 -54000

6 Select Y/N 0 54000 0 -54000

7 Select Y/N 0 54000 0 -54000

8 Select Y/N 0 54000 0 -54000

9 Yes 125 410 35 310 16 270 176 64800 66420 1620

10 Yes 125 410 35 310 16 270 176 64800 66420 1620

11 Yes 125 410 35 310 16 270 176 64800 66420 1620

12 Yes 125 410 35 310 16 270 176 64800 66420 1620

 

 

 

 

 

High School Typical Day  

A visitor to our school will find evidence of the PUC Three Commitments embedded in 

classroom instruction, school culture, and student dispositions.   

On a typical day, students arrive in their PUC Competitive Edge (PCE) classes by 8:00am, all 

wearing the PUC CALSECHS logo uniform.  There, students have breakfast and teachers take 

attendance.  Phone calls are made to parents of students marked absent for the day.  Daily 

announcements inform students of upcoming college visits, student activities, athletics news, 

and more.  After announcements, PCE teachers engage their students in a lesson on college 

readiness topics or cultural enrichment. Topics include college fit, financial aid, service 

projects, and resiliency and persistence through college. Students also explore cultural 

enrichment topics, such as the Day of the Dead, and the history of the United Farm Workers.  

Once each week, the PCE classes engage in a Community Circle on a topic relevant to current 

programming in PCE.  The PCE teacher serves as an additional adult connection on campus 

to ensure that no students “fall through the cracks” academically, socially, or emotionally. 

Following PCE, students will begin their first period classes.  The school day is based on a 

traditional schedule with six full classes and additional time for PCE and Sustained Silent 



 

Doc# 329948  

Reading (SSR).  Visitors to the school will notice common instructional practices across 

classes, such as a warm up or do now designed to prepare students for the day’s lesson, 

frequent formative assessment by teachers, school-wide approaches to reading and writing, 

and students reflecting on their learning.  Observers will note how lessons are tailored to 

strategic objectives, infused with literacy, and scaffolded toward college readiness.  Students 

are able to explain what they are learning and how they will apply their learning.  When 

asked, students can articulate the criteria for success in their work. 

During nutrition and lunch breaks, teachers are busy leading study sessions or conferencing 

with students.  Club meetings, community service projects, and school spirit activities may be 

occurring on any given day during these times.   

A sustained silent reading program follows lunch on four out of five days.  At this time, 

students read books and periodicals of their choice, with encouragement from their English 

Language Arts teachers who guide students based on interest and lexile level. 

A friendly and professional staff and administration will be found actively supporting 

students, teachers, and parents.  Observers will note an abiding love and respect for students 

among the adults on campus.  

After school, PUC CALSECHS is brimming with activity.  Students move quickly into their 

sports, arts, and other enrichment activities.  Tutoring and study sessions provide critical 

academic support.  Homework club offers a quiet environment with computers available for 

students to remain on campus and complete assignments.  The College Center may be active 

with students completing college applications or registering for exams.  Students may also be 

leaving campus for their internships, catching a bus or carpooling, to USC Keck Hospital or 

the Eagle Rock Center for the Arts. The school day frequently extends into athletic events, 

fundraisers, parent nights, performances, or student activities. 

On a typical day, visitors to campus will be most impressed by the positive school culture, 

college focus, and high quality instruction at PUC CALSECHS. 

 

 

 

c. Element 2: Measurable Pupil Outcomes. Element 3 - Method by which Pupil 

Progress Toward Outcomes will be Measured:  

 

 

Requirements of California Education Code § 47605(b)(5)(A)(ii), to be added or changed 

include: 

 

 

STATE PRIORITY #4— STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

Pupil achievement, as measured by all of the following, as applicable: 

A. CA Measurement of Academic Progress and Performance on statewide assessment 

B. The Academic Performance Index (API) 

C. Percentage of pupils who are college and career ready 

D. Percentage of ELs who make progress toward English language proficiency as 
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measured by the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) and/or 

English Language Proficiency Assessment for California (ELPAC) 

E. EL reclassification rate 

F. Percentage of pupils who have passed an AP exam with a score of 3 or higher 

G. Percentage of pupils who participate in and demonstrate college preparedness 

pursuant to the Early Assessment Program (E.C. §99300 et seq.) or any subsequent 

assessment of college preparedness 

SUB-PRIORITY C – COLLEGE AND CAREER READY 

 

ANNUAL GOAL TO 

ACHIEVE SUB-

PRIORITY 

Students are on track to be college and career ready based on ACT  

ACTIONS TO 

ACHIEVE GOAL 

All 11
th

 and 12
th

 grade students will take the ACT. PUC will utilize Plan 

and Explore to assess in 9
th

 and 10
th

 grade and help prepare students for 

achievement on ACT. School will utilize diagnostics to support students. 

Progress will be monitored by the instructional leader, and by the PUC 

college readiness office. 

MEASURABLE 

OUTCOME 

20% of students will score ≥ 22 (as per CSU / UC College Ready 

Standard defined in EAP Program)  

BASELINE 

PERFORMANCE 

LEVEL 

2013-2014: Of 67 students tested in grades 11 and 12, 10.4% (6 students) 

tested at ≥ 22. 

METHODS OF 

MEASUREMENT 
ACT Exam Reports 

GRADE LEVELS NOT APPLICABLE  

SUB-PRIORITY E – EL RECLASSIFICATION RATES 

GOAL TO 

ACHIEVE SUB-

PRIORITY 

More EL students will be reclassified as Fluent English Proficient 

annually than the District average. 

ACTIONS TO 

ACHIEVE GOAL 

School will use Individual Learning Plan (ILP)  and cohort tracking 

system to develop and review 4 year  goal for all incoming 9
th

 graders to 

achieve a cohort reclassification rate of 95% by beginning of 12
th

 grade. 

EL students will receive in-class instructional support which includes 1-

on-1 teacher support; small group instruction; usage of SDAIE and ELD 

instructional strategies and extended day instruction as needed. Student 

data will be tracked and reviewed by Administrators and grade level 

teams. ILP’s will be developed for each EL student. 

MEASURABLE 

OUTCOME 
9

th
 grade cohort will achieve a ≥ 55% reclassification rate 

BASELINE 2013-2014: 22% EL reclassification rate (2 of 9 tested students scored 
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PERFORMANCE 

LEVEL 

proficient on CELDT) 

METHODS OF 

MEASUREMENT 

CELDT/ELPAC results, Reclassification documents, Internal PUC Data 

(PowerSchool data and Tableau  Reports) 

SUB-PRIORITY F – AP EXAM PASSAGE RATE 

GOAL TO 

ACHIEVE SUB-

PRIORITY 

Majority of Advanced Placement (AP) students score a 3 or higher  

ACTIONS TO 

ACHIEVE GOAL 

Add AP courses only if teacher has been trained and is ready as per TDS 

and leader recommendation. AP courses to be approved by RD. 

MEASURABLE 

OUTCOME 
≥ 60% of students will score ≥ 3 on AP exam 

BASELINE 

PERFORMANCE 

LEVEL 

Currently, no CALSECHS students take the Advanced Placement 

examination. 

METHODS OF 

MEASUREMENT 
AP data 

SUB-PRIORITY G – COLLEGE PREPAREDNESS/EAP 

GOAL TO 

ACHIEVE SUB-

PRIORITY 

11
th

 grade students will either be conditionally ready or college ready as 

per the EAP English and Math exams 

ACTIONS TO 

ACHIEVE GOAL 

Counselor will review EAP data prior to school year scheduling to ensure 

proper placement for those students who have achieved conditional 

status. 

All “conditionally ready” Math students will enroll in one of the 

following courses: Trigonometry and Math Analysis, Pre-Calculus, or 

Calculus 

All “conditionally ready” English students will enroll in an Expository 

Reading & Writing course in 12
th

 grade.   

All courses will be A – G approved. 

MEASURABLE 

OUTCOME 

≥ 50% of students will achieve a status of Conditionally Ready or 

College Ready in ELA & Math 

BASELINE 

PERFORMANCE 

LEVEL 

20% of 11
th

 graders who took both ELA & Math EAP - Conditionally 

Ready or College Ready in both ELA & Math (2013-14) 

METHODS OF 

MEASUREMENT 
EAP Exam or similar assessment and course placement 

STATE PRIORITY #5— STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 

 Pupil engagement, as measured by all of the following, as applicable: 
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A. School attendance rates 

B. Chronic absenteeism rates 

C. Middle school dropout rates (EC §52052.1(a)(3)) 

D. High school dropout rates 

E. High school graduation rates 

SUB-PRIORITY D – HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT RATES 

GOAL TO 

ACHIEVE SUB-

PRIORITY 

School will retain and promote 9
th

 - 12
th

 grade students 

ACTIONS TO 

ACHIEVE GOAL 

School will offer an academically engaging learning environment for all; 

have a culture of high expectations and high support, a nurturing 

environment, and connected school community. Process will be in place 

for school to ensure students transferring are supported and immediately 

enrolled in a CA school. Process will be in place to review the students 

within the cohort to ensure proper accounting and placement. Progress 

will be monitored by the school leadership team (Principal and Assistant 

Principal) 

MEASURABLE 

OUTCOME 

 

School will achieve a ≤ 5% Dropout Rate 

BASELINE 

PERFORMANCE 

LEVEL 

1.9% (2012-13) 

METHODS OF 

MEASUREMENT 

Student re-enrollment documentation as verified by our student 

information system and CALPADS. PowerSchool Reports. 

SUB-PRIORITY E – HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATES 

GOAL TO 

ACHIEVE SUB-

PRIORITY 

School will graduate students at a high rate. 

ACTIONS TO 

ACHIEVE GOAL 

School will offer an academically engaging learning environment for all; 

have a culture of high expectations and high support, a nurturing 

environment, and connected school community.  Process will be in place 

for school to ensure students transferring are supported and immediately 

enrolled in a CA school. Process will be in place to review the students 

within the cohort to ensure proper accounting and placement. 

MEASURABLE 

OUTCOME 
School will achieve a ≥ 90% cohort graduation rate 

BASELINE 

PERFORMANCE 

LEVEL 

83.3% (2012-13) 
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METHODS OF 

MEASUREMENT 
PowerSchool Reports 

 

 

STATE PRIORITY #4: Student Achievement  

Priorities 
Outcomes 

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 

Sub-Priority C – College and Career Ready: To be measured by Lexile reports by grade level. 

Students are on track to be 

college and career ready, 

based on ACT results.  

10% of 

students 

will score 

≥ 22 

10% of 

students 

will score 

≥ 22 

12% of 

students 

will score 

≥ 22 

15% of 

students 

will score ≥ 

≥22 

20% of 

students 

will score 

≥ 22 

Sub-Priority D – EL Progress: To be measured by CELDT/ELPAC Score Reports. 

EL students will advance 

at least one performance 

level per the 

CELDT/ELPAC each 

academic year. (See LCAP 

for details.) 

75% - 9
th

, 

10
th

, 11
th

 

grade 

advance 1 

level 

77% - 9
th

, 

10
th

, 11
th

 

grade 

advance 1 

level 

79% - 9
th

, 

10
th

, 11
th

  

grade 

advance 1 

level 

81% - 9
th

, 

10
th

, 11
th

 

grade 

advance 1 

level 

83% - 9
th

, 

10
th

, 11
th

 

grade 

advance 1 

level 

Sub-Priority E – EL Reclassification Rates: to be measured by CELDT/ELPAC results; school 

reclassification documents and reports. 

Percentage of EL students 

reclassified as Fluent 

English Proficient 

annually will be higher 

than the District average. 

9
th

 grade 

cohort will 

achieve a ≥ 

25% 

reclassifica

tion rate 

9
th

 grade 

cohort will 

achieve a ≥ 

30% 

reclassifica

tion rate 

9
th

 grade 

cohort will 

achieve a ≥ 

40% 

reclassifica

tion rate 

9
th

 grade 

cohort will 

achieve a ≥ 

45% 

reclassificat

ion rate 

9
th

 grade 

cohort will 

achieve a 

≥ 55% 

reclassific

ation rate 

Sub-Priority F – AP Exam Rates 

Majority of Advanced 

Placement (AP) students 

score a 3 or higher  

Not 

applicable- 

CALS has 

no AP 

classes 

Not 

applicable- 

CALS has 

no AP 

classes 

Not 

applicable- 

CALS has 

no AP 

classes 

Not 

applicable- 

CALS has 

no AP 

classes 

Not 

applicable

- CALS 

has no AP 

classes 

Sub-Priority G – College Preparedness / EAP (Not Applicable) 

11
th

 grade students will 

either be conditionally 

ready or college ready as 

per the EAP English and 

Math exams 

≥ 30% of 

students 

will 

achieve a 

status of 

Conditiona

lly Ready 

or College 

Ready in 

≥ 35% of 

students 

will 

achieve a 

status of 

Conditiona

lly Ready 

or College 

Ready in 

≥ 40% of 

students 

will 

achieve a 

status of 

Conditiona

lly Ready 

or College 

Ready in 

≥ 45% of 

students 

will achieve 

a status of 

Conditionall

y Ready or 

College 

Ready in 

ELA & 

≥ 50% of 

students 

will 

achieve a 

status of 

Condition

ally Ready 

or College 

Ready in 
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ELA & 

Math 

ELA & 

Math 

ELA & 

Math 

Math ELA & 

Math 

 

STATE PRIORITY #5: Student Engagement 

Priorities  
Outcomes 

2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 

Sub-Priority A – Student Attendance Rates: To be measured by Monthly, Quarterly, and Annual 

ADA reports from our SIS. 

School will maintain a 

high ADA rate. 
96% 96% 96% 96% 96% 

Sub-Priority B – Student Absenteeism Rates: to be measured by monthly and annual absence 

reports from our SIS. 

Students will have a 

minimum of unexcused 

absences in any school 

year. 

90% < 3 92% < 3 94% < 3 96% < 3 96% < 3 

Sub-Priority C – Middle School Drop Out Rate: to be measured by Student re-enrollment 

documentation as verified by our student information system and CALPADS. 

School will retain and 

promote 7
th

 - 8
th

 grade 

students. (See LCAP for 

details.) 

90% -  8
th

 

grade 

students 

return 

90% -  8
th

 

grade 

students 

return  

90% -  8
th

 

grade 

students 

return  

90% -  8
th

 

grade 

students 

return  

90% -  8
th

 

grade 

students 

return  

Sub-Priority D – High School Drop Out Rates (Not Applicable)  

School will retain and 

promote 9
th

 - 12
th

 grade 

students 

School will 

achieve a ≤ 

5% 

Dropout 

Rate 

School will 

achieve a ≤ 

5% 

Dropout 

Rate 

School will 

achieve a ≤ 

5% 

Dropout 

Rate 

School will 

achieve a ≤ 

5% 

Dropout 

Rate 

School will 

achieve a ≤ 

5% 

Dropout 

Rate 

Sub-Priority E – High School Graduation Rates  

School will graduate 

students at a high rate. 

School will 

achieve a ≥ 

90% cohort 

graduation 

rate 

School will 

achieve a ≥ 

90% cohort 

graduation 

rate 

School will 

achieve a ≥ 

90% cohort 

graduation 

rate 

School will 

achieve a ≥ 

90% cohort 

graduation 

rate 

School will 

achieve a ≥ 

90% cohort 

graduation 

rate 

 

 

High School Grading, Progress reporting, and Promotion/Retention  

 

Grading Policy – PUC CALSECHS uses a standards-based grading approach.  Standards-

based grading (SBG) is a way of grading students based on their ongoing cumulative mastery 

of the material.  Students’ grades reflect their most current level of mastery. SBG constantly 

reassesses student mastery of each standard, and old scores are constantly replaced with new 

scores.  The rationale is simple, students should be rewarded for mastering content, even if 

that takes time, and past failures should just be learning experiences, used to guide students to 
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targeted review.  Mastery level is determined using a 5-point grading scale. Progress reporting 

takes place every 5 weeks. Promotion or retention of students is based on their acquisition of 

credits, according to the PUC Graduation Requirements.  

 

Administration 

A high school Principal and Assistant Principal  make up the CALSECHS administrative 

team along with one college counselor. 

 

d. Element 8: Admissions 

If there are more applicants than available spaces, a public lottery will take place for the 

applicants utilizing the following lottery preferences. 

 

1. Students who live within the geographic boundary of LAUSD  

2. Siblings of current students 

3. Students who reside in the Northeast Los Angeles area, and especially in the 

communities of Eagle Rock, Highland Park, Glassell Park, and the Elysian Valley 

4. Children of current employees (not to exceed 10%) 

 

 

e. The Charter School warrants that it is/is operated by a non-profit corporation in good 

standing in the State of California. 

 

 

f. All other provisions of the Charter shall remain in effect.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Material Revision to be duly 

executed and delivered in their respective names by their authorized representatives as of the 

date set forth below. 

DATED:  March____, 2015 PUC CALIFORNIA ACADEMY FOR LIBERAL STUDIES 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND PUC CALIFORNIA ACADEMY 

FOR LIBERAL STUDIES EARLY COLLEGE HIGH 

SCHOOL (“Charter School”) 

  

By: 
 

 

Title: 
 

 
 

Authorized Representative of PUC Los Angeles on behalf of 

PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies Middle School 

and PUC California Academy for Liberal Studies Early 

College High School 

 

 

 

 

DATED:  March____, 2015  LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
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     (“District”) 

      

By: 
 

 

Title: 
 

 
Authorized Representative of Los Angeles Unified School 

District  

 

 


